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outlay from 1837 to 1840, including the 3,000,000 of capital, in 
12,000 shares of 250 florins each, was 3,491,059 florins ; and the 
whole outlay, including dividends and a balance of 74,795 florins, at 
the end of 1840, amounted to the same sum. Public confidence 
fluctuated exceedingly from 1837 to 1840 — the 100 florin shares vary- 
ing from 164 in May, 1837, to 103 in January, 1839. In December, 
1840, the 100 florin share had risen to 131; and it is progressively 
increasing, and in February, 1844, it was nearly 148 florins. 

I have now exhibited a statistical picture, in which the social body is 
portrayed as a piece of mechanism, the several parts of which are to 
perform their respective functions according to the laws prescribed for 
their operation : there is not to be auy increase nor any diminution of 
action; nothing is to go out of its course. There is no doubt, a com- 
munity so acting mechanically is free from many of those evils to which 
the unimpeded industry, speculation, and impulses of men give rise. 
There are few great crimes ; indeed, there has been but one execution 
in Frankfort (for murder) since 1793; comparatively few offences 
against persons and property ; no external and offensive indications of 
pauperism; immorality is veiled from the public eye; and a general 
appearance of well-being seems to obtain. But there is no progress ; 
man in his social relations is at a stand-still ; the past is the present, 
and the present is the future, both for the state and its citizens. No 
doubt such a state of things exhibits a certain amount of good, 
which may constitute an Utopia for the money-changer, the bill-broker, 
the commission agent, and even the merchant and banker ; but which 
must be abhorrent to the lofty aspirations of the philosopher, the 
philanthropist, and the statesman, who look confidently to gradual 
amelioration in the moral, intellectual, and physical condition of men, 
societies, and states. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

First Ordinary Meeting, 1844-45, Monday, \&th November, 1844. 

Lieut.-Colonel Stkes, V.P., in the Chair. 
The following gentlemen were elected : — 

Julius Jeffreys, Esq. I Gregory Seale Walter, Esq. 

B. Smith, Esq., M.P. | A. A. Knox, Esq. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as candidates for admission 

into the Society : — 

John Bright, Esq., M.P. I Arthur Parish, Esq., B.A. 

James Blyth, Esq. J Major-General John Briggs, F.R.S. 

Thomas Tooke, Esq., V.P., announced to the meeting the titles of the 
papers read before the Statistical Section of the meeting of the British 
Association for the advancement of Science at York. 

A paper by Dr. Balfour, of the Grenadier Guards, was read, entitled, 
" A Comparison of the Sickness, Mortality, and prevailing Diseases 
among Seamen and Soldiers, as shown by the Naval and Military Sta- 
tistical Report." 



